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Book I.     shine;  the liquid gradually lost its colour, bubbles of
Division I.                       ,                      _.         , .               rpu

i^^.^___,   gas separated, and were collected m a jar.    Ine gas on

examination was found to be oxygen, and the water
was impregnate4 with common muriatic acid. This
experiment demonstrates, that the constituents of oxy-
muriatic acid are oxygen and muriatic acid. By esti-
mating the bulk of the oxygen that escaped, and the
weight of the acid that remained, Berthollet concluded
that oxymuriatic acid is composed of about;

89 muriatic acid
11 oxygen

100
But Mr Chenevix has more lately, from an experiment
to be described hereafter, made the proportion of oxygen
much higher. According to him the gas is composed
of about
77*5 muriatic acid
22*5 oxygen
100-0
a. Hyper-         2- When a  current of oxymuriatic acid is passed
^cymuria-    through water holding potash in solution, a number of
CiC   2tClu>
flat shining crystals are at last deposited. They were
first obtained by Dr Higgins, but first examined and
analysed by Berthollet. These crystals are called lyper-
oxymuriate of potash. When this salt is exposed to a suf-
ficiently strong heat, it gives more than |d its weight of
oxygen gas : the residue is a compound of muriatic
acid and potash. The acid in this salt, of course, con-
tains much more oxygen than oxymuriatic acid, Ac-